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Regulatory Analysis Form 
(Completed by Promulgating Agency) 

(All Comments submitted on this regulation will appear on IRRC’s website) 

INDEPENDENT REGULATORY 
REVIEW COMMISSION 

IRRC Number: 

(1) Agency
Department of State, Bureau of Professional and Occupational
Affairs, State Board of Psychology

(2) Agency Number:   16A

Identification Number: 6327

(3) PA Code Cite:

49 Pa. Code §§ 41.1, 41.43, 41.61 

(4) Short Title:

Accreditation

(5) Agency Contacts (List Telephone Number and Email Address):

Primary Contact:  Jared L. Hinsey, Board Counsel, State Board of Psychology, P.O. Box 69523, 
Harrisburg, PA  17106-9523 (phone 717-783-7200) (fax 717-787-0251) (jhinsey@pa.gov). 

Secondary Contact:  Jacqueline A. Wolfgang, Regulatory Counsel, Department of State, P.O. Box 69523, 
Harrisburg, PA  17106-9523 (phone 717-783-7200) (fax 787-0251) jawolfgang@pa.gov. 

6) Type of Rulemaking (check applicable box):

 Proposed Regulation 
 FINAL REGULATION 
 Final Omitted Regulation 

 Emergency Certification Regulation; 
 Certification by the Governor   
 Certification by the Attorney General 

(7) Briefly explain the regulation in clear and nontechnical language. (100 words or less)

The State Board of Psychology (Board) proposes to recognize the Psychological Clinical Science 
Accreditation System (PCSAS), which would provide an alternate accreditation to the American 
Psychological Association (APA) and the Canadian Psychological Association (CPA). Including PCSAS 
parity within the Commonwealth would afford clinical psychological programs a pathway to licensure. 

The Board also proposes to update the regulations to reflect a name change from the Commission on 
Recognition of Postsecondary Accreditation (CORPA) to the Council on Higher Education Accreditation 
(CHEA). CORPA was established in January 1994 to continue the recognition of accrediting agencies 
previously carried out by the Council on Postsecondary Accreditation (COPA) until such time as a new 
national organization for accreditation could be established. CORPA was dissolved in April 1997 after 
CHEA was created. CHEA is currently the entity that carries out the recognition function in the private, 
nongovernmental sector. 
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(8) State the statutory authority for the regulation.  Include specific statutory citation.

The Board has the authority to adopt and revise the regulations that govern its licensees pursuant to the 
authority granted to it by section 3.2 of the Professional Psychologists Practice Act (act) (63 P.S. 1203.2). 
Under the act, the Board has the authority to: pass upon the qualifications and fitness of applicants for 
licenses and reciprocal licenses; and adopt and revise rules and regulations requiring applicants to pass 
examinations relating to their qualifications as a prerequisite to the issuance of license; and adopt and, 
from time to time, revise such rules and regulations and policies not inconsistent with the law as may be 
necessary to carry into effect the provisions of this act. 63 P.S. 1203.2 (1) and (2). Under section 6(a)(2) 
of the act, a doctoral degree in psychology or a field related to psychology is required for licensure as a 
psychologist.  

(9) Is the regulation mandated by any federal or state law or court order, or federal regulation?  Are there
any relevant state or federal court decisions?  If yes, cite the specific law, case or regulation as well as,
any deadlines for action.

No, this proposed regulation is not mandated by any Federal or State law or court order or Federal 
regulation. There are no relevant State or Federal court decisions. 

(10) State why the regulation is needed.  Explain the compelling public interest that justifies the
regulation.  Describe who will benefit from the regulation.  Quantify the benefits as completely as
possible and approximate the number of people who will benefit.

The Board seeks to include PCSAS parity within this Commonwealth to afford clinical psychological 
programs a pathway to licensure. PCSAS is an independent, non-profit organization providing rigorous, 
objective, and empirically-based accreditation of Ph.D. programs that adhere to a clinical science training 
model — one that increases the quality and quantity of clinical scientists contributing to all aspects of 
public health and extends the science base for mental health care. The Academy of Psychological Clinical 
Science is the parent organization of PCSAS. PCSAS is recognized by the Council on Higher Education 
Accreditation (CHEA), which is the entity that carries out the recognition of accrediting agencies in the 
private, nongovernmental sector. Three PCSAS-accredited clinical psychology doctoral programs located 
in Pennsylvania (University of Pittsburgh, University of Pennsylvania, and Temple University) requested 
that PCSAS receive parity with the American Psychological Association (APA) and the Canadian 
Psychological Association (CPA).  

Individuals who attend PCSAS-accredited clinical psychology doctoral programs will benefit from this 
proposed regulation because they will have a pathway to licensure in this Commonwealth. The Board 
recognizes the importance of science-centered training in clinical psychology and believes that providing 
parity to PCSAS will have a positive impact in the treatment of mental and behavioral health problems. 
Additionally, universities and colleges that wish to be PCSAS accredited will not be required to also be 
accredited by the APA or CPA. This will result in a cost savings to those universities and colleges. The 
Board does not track the accreditation of its licensees so it has no way of knowing how many individuals 
will be impacted. Nevertheless, the Board believes adding PCSAS accreditation will be beneficial to 
applicants and to the profession.  

This proposed regulation is also needed to reflect a name change from CORPA to CHEA. CORPA was 
established in January 1994 to continue the recognition of accrediting agencies previously carried out by 
the Council on Postsecondary Accreditation (COPA) until such time as a new national organization for 
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accreditation could be established. CORPA was dissolved in April 1997 after CHEA was created. CHEA 
is currently the entity that carries out the recognition function in the private, nongovernmental sector. 

(11) Are there any provisions that are more stringent than federal standards?  If yes, identify the specific
provisions and the compelling Pennsylvania interest that demands stronger regulations.

There are no Federal standards applicable to the subject matter of the regulation. 

(12) How does this regulation compare with those of the other states?  How will this affect
Pennsylvania’s ability to compete with other states?

The following States provide PCSAS parity: Delaware, Arizona, California, Illinois, Missouri, Michigan, 
New Mexico and New York. At this time, the only States in the Northeast Region that allow for PCSAS 
parity are Delaware and New York. Based upon this information, when looking at the Northeast Region, 
this Commonwealth will be more competitive than the majority of the States in the Northeast Region 
because applicants will have an additional pathway to licensure. Additionally, universities and colleges 
that wish to be PCSAS accredited will not be required to also be accredited by the APA or CPA. This will 
result in a cost savings to those universities and colleges. The Board also believes that providing parity to 
PCSAS will have a positive impact in the treatment of mental and behavioral health problems.  

(13) Will the regulation affect any other regulations of the promulgating agency or other state agencies?
If yes, explain and provide specific citations.

This rulemaking does not affect other regulations of the Board or other state agencies. 

(14) Describe the communications with and solicitation of input from the public, any advisory
council/group, small businesses and groups representing small businesses in the development and
drafting of the regulation.  List the specific persons and/or groups who were involved.  (“Small
business” is defined in Section 3 of the Regulatory Review Act, Act 76 of 2012.)

In accordance with the requirements of Executive Order 1996-1 (February 6, 1996), on February 5, 2024, 
the Board sent an exposure draft of the proposed regulation to interested parties and stakeholders.  After 
a 30-day comment period, no comments were received.  

(15) Identify the types and number of persons, businesses, small businesses (as defined in Section 3 of
the Regulatory Review Act, Act 76 of 2012) and organizations which will be affected by the regulation.
How are they affected?

This rulemaking would have a positive impact on current and future applicants who are graduates from a 
PCSAS accredited college or university. This proposed rulemaking will be beneficial because it will 
provide a pathway to licensure for PCSAS-accredited programs in this Commonwealth. The proposed 
rulemaking will positively impact the colleges and universities because giving parity to PCSAS will 
provide another accreditation alternative to them. The Board recognizes the importance of science-
centered training in clinical psychology and believes that providing parity to PCSAS will have a positive 
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impact in the treatment of mental and behavioral health problems. Additionally, the Board’s proposed 
regulation will benefit colleges and universities that wish to offer programs with PCSAS accreditation 
because they will no longer be required to have multiple accreditations. 

The Board does not track PCSAS accreditation and cannot estimate how many graduates of a PCSAS 
accredited school may apply for a license. The Board does not know how many colleges and universities 
in this Commonwealth will benefit from PCSAS parity. However, the Board is aware of at least four 
universities that currently have PCSAS accreditation (University of Pittsburgh, University of 
Pennsylvania, Temple University and Penn State University)   

Small businesses are defined in Section 3 of the Regulatory Review Act, 71 P.S. § 745.3 which states that 
a small business is defined by the SBA’s Small Business Size Regulations under 13 CFR Ch. 1 Part 
121. These size standards have been established for types of businesses under the North American
Industry Classification System (NAICS). In applying the NAICS standards to colleges and universities, 
the small business threshold is $34.5 million or less in average annual receipts. The Board does not 
regulate colleges or universities and does not have the ability to track their fiscal information but believes 
that some smaller colleges and universities may be categorized as a small business. All colleges and 
universities, regardless of whether they are small businesses or not, would benefit from this proposed 
regulation because it provides for an additional accreditation alternative that did not previously exist in 
this Commonwealth. 

(16) List the persons, groups or entities, including small businesses, that will be required to comply with
the regulation.  Approximate the number that will be required to comply.

No one will be required to comply with this regulation. This proposed regulation provides an additional 
accreditation option by adding PCSAS.  Neither applicants nor colleges and universities are required to 
utilize PCSAS and do not have to change accreditation.  

(17) Identify the financial, economic and social impact of the regulation on individuals, small
businesses, businesses and labor communities and other public and private organizations.  Evaluate the
benefits expected as a result of the regulation.

This rulemaking would impact applicants who graduate from a PCSAS accredited college or university. 
It will also impact the colleges and universities that are or wish to become accredited by PCSAS. Colleges 
and universities, whether or not they are small businesses, would be impacted positively because they 
would have an additional accreditation alternative. For those universities and colleges that are currently 
accredited with PCSAS, under the existing regulations, they must also be accredited through APA or CPA. 
Those universities and colleges will benefit from this proposed regulation fiscally because they would no 
longer be required to also have APA or CPA accreditation.   

The citizens of the Commonwealth will benefit because PCSAS provides a high-quality science centered 
doctoral education and training and provides a for a rigorous accreditation process. The majority of top-
ranked Ph.D programs in clinical psychology in the United States are PCSAS programs. The Board 
believes that PCSAS parity will have a positive impact in the treatment of mental and behavioral health 
problems. At this time, because the Board does not recognize PCSAS, programs that want the more 
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specific science centered PCSAS accreditation would also be required to be accredited by APA or CPA. 
The Board has determined that this dual accreditation is unnecessary and overly burdensome, given the 
quality of PCSAS accreditation. 

There is no negative financial impact of the regulation. Colleges and universities that wish to only be 
accredited by PCSAS will experience a positive fiscal impact because they will no longer be required to 
have multiple accreditations. 
(18) Explain how the benefits of the regulation outweigh any cost and adverse effects.

There are no adverse effects of this proposed regulation.  As discussed above there will be a positive 
impact to the citizens of this Commonwealth, applicants and colleges and universities.  

(19) Provide a specific estimate of the costs and/or savings to the regulated community associated with
compliance, including any legal, accounting or consulting procedures which may be required.  Explain
how the dollar estimates were derived.

There are no costs related to this proposed regulation.  Colleges and universities are not required to obtain 
this accreditation. PCSAS accreditation costs are comparable to current costs of accreditation through 
APA and CPA. Colleges and universities that carry PCSAS accreditation and APA or CPA accreditation 
will have a cost savings if they choose to only have PCSAS accreditation. The cost of APA accreditation 
is approximately $4,500 for an application fee and $4,500 for annual accreditation fees. It is unknown 
how many colleges and universities would choose to obtain PCSAS accreditation and whether they would 
discontinue APA or CPA accreditation.  

(20) Provide a specific estimate of the costs and/or savings to the local governments associated with
compliance, including any legal, accounting or consulting procedures which may be required.  Explain
how the dollar estimates were derived.

The regulation would not result in costs or savings to local governments. 

(21) Provide a specific estimate of the costs and/or savings to the state government associated with the
implementation of the regulation, including any legal, accounting, or consulting procedures which may
be required.  Explain how the dollar estimates were derived.

There will not be any costs or savings to the Board. 

(22) For each of the groups and entities identified in items (19)-(21) above, submit a statement of legal,
accounting or consulting procedures and additional reporting, recordkeeping or other paperwork,
including copies of forms or reports, which will be required for implementation of the regulation and an
explanation of measures which have been taken to minimize these requirements.

There should be no legal, accounting or consulting procedures associated with this rulemaking. 
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(22a) Are forms required for implementation of the regulation? 

Yes.  

(22b) If forms are required for implementation of the regulation, attach copies of the forms here.  If your 
agency uses electronic forms, provide links to each form or a detailed description of the information 
required to be reported.  Failure to attach forms, provide links, or provide a detailed description of the 
information to be reported will constitute a faulty delivery of the regulation. 

The Board will have to update its online checklist for psychology licensure and the Verification of 
Doctoral Program Accreditation/Designation Status and Pre-Doctoral Internship form. The Board will 
include PCSAS as an alternative accreditation in the checklist and form.   

The Board attaches a revised Verification of Doctoral Program Accreditation/Designation Status and Pre-
Doctoral Internship form. (See, Attachment A.)  

(23) In the table below, provide an estimate of the fiscal savings and costs associated with
implementation and compliance for the regulated community, local government, and state government
for the current year and five subsequent years.

Current FY 
23-24

FY +1 
24-25

FY +2 
25-26

FY +3 
26-27

FY +4 
26-27

FY +5 
27-28

SAVINGS: 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Regulated Community 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Local Government 0 0 0 0 0 0 

State Government 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total Savings 0 0 0 0 0 0 

COSTS: 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Regulated Community 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Local Government 0 0 0 0 0 0 

State Government 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total Costs 0 0 0 0 0 0 

REVENUE LOSSES: 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Regulated Community 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Local Government 0 0 0 0 0 0 

State Government 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total Revenue Losses 0 0 0 0 0 0 

(23a) Provide the past three year expenditure history for programs affected by the regulation. 
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Program FY -3 
2023-2024 

(actual) 

FY -2 
2024-2025 

(actual) 

FY -1 
2025-2026 
(estimated) 

Current FY 
2026-2027 
(budgeted) 

State Board of Psychology $605,000 $499,000 $623,000 $514,000 

(24) For any regulation that may have an adverse impact on small businesses (as defined in Section 3 of
the Regulatory Review Act, Act 76 of 2012), provide an economic impact statement that includes the
following:

(a) An identification and estimate of the number of small businesses subject to the regulation.
(b) The projected reporting, recordkeeping and other administrative costs required for compliance

with the final regulation, including the type of professional skills necessary for preparation of the
report or record.

(c) A statement of probable effect on impacted small businesses.
(d) A description of any less intrusive or less costly alternative methods of achieving the purpose of

the final regulation.

(a) This rulemaking will not have an adverse impact on small businesses.

(b) This rulemaking will not impose additional reporting, recordkeeping or other administrative costs
on small businesses.

(c) The probable effect on impacted small businesses would be positive the proposed rulemaking
creates an additional accreditation option that did not previously exist.

(d) The proposed rulemaking is not intrusive or costly.

(25) List any special provisions which have been developed to meet the particular needs of affected
groups or persons including, but not limited to, minorities, the elderly, small businesses, and farmers.

No special provisions have been developed for any affected groups or persons. 

(26) Include a description of any alternative regulatory provisions which have been considered and
rejected and a statement that the least burdensome acceptable alternative has been selected.

No alternative regulatory provisions were considered and rejected. The Board believes this proposal 
represents the least burdensome acceptable alternative.  

(27) In conducting a regulatory flexibility analysis, explain whether regulatory methods were considered
that will minimize any adverse impact on small businesses (as defined in Section 3 of the Regulatory
Review Act, Act 76 of 2012), including:

a) The establishment of less stringent compliance or reporting requirements for small businesses;
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b) The establishment of less stringent schedules or deadlines for compliance or reporting
requirements for small businesses;

c) The consolidation or simplification of compliance or reporting requirements for small
businesses;

d) The establishment of performing standards for small businesses to replace design or operational
standards required in the regulation; and

e) The exemption of small businesses from all or any part of the requirements contained in the
regulation.

The Board did not conduct a regulatory flexibility analysis because small businesses will not be adversely 
impacted by this proposed regulation.   

(28) If data is the basis for this regulation, please provide a description of the data, explain in detail how
the data was obtained, and how it meets the acceptability standard for empirical, replicable and testable
data that is supported by documentation, statistics, reports, studies or research.  Please submit data or
supporting materials with the regulatory package.  If the material exceeds 50 pages, please provide it in
a searchable electronic format or provide a list of citations and internet links that, where possible, can be
accessed in a searchable format in lieu of the actual material.  If other data was considered but not used,
please explain why that data was determined not to be acceptable.

No data, studies or references were used to justify the regulation. 

(29) Include a schedule for review of the regulation including:

A. The length of the public comment period:  30 days. 

B. The date or dates on which any public meetings or hearings will be held:

 No public hearings were scheduled or held.  The Board discusses its 
regulatory proposals at regularly scheduled meetings. This rulemaking was 
discussed at public board meetings on June 7, 2021, August 9, 2021, 
December 13, 2021, February 5, 2024, and April 8, 2024. 

C. The expected date of the final-form
regulation:  Winter 2025. 

D. The expected effective date of the final-form regulation:   Upon publication as final. 

E. The expected date by which compliance with the final-form regulation
 will be required:  Upon publication as final. 

F. The expected date by which required permits, licenses or other
approvals must be obtained:  N/A 
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(30) Describe the plan developed for evaluating the continuing effectiveness of the regulations after its
implementation.

The Board continually reviews the efficacy of its regulations, as part of its annual review process under 
Executive Order 1996-1. The Board reviews its regulatory proposals at regularly scheduled public 
meetings.  The Board will meet on the following dates in 2024:  August 5, 2024, October 7, 2024, and 
December 25, 2024. More information can be found on the Board’s website at 
www.dos.pa.gov\psychology. 



ATTACHMENT “A”



State Board of Psychology

2 Technology Park 

Harrisburg PA 17110 

BUREAU OF PROFESSIONAL AND 
OCCUPATIONAL AFFAIRS 

VERIFICATION OF DOCTORAL PROGRAM ACCREDITATION/DESIGNATION STATUS AND PRE-DOCTORAL
INTERNSHIP 

After completing this Verification of Doctoral Program Accreditation/Designation Status and Pre-Doctoral Internship form, 
please place it and any attachment in a sealed envelope, place your signature over the envelope seal and return it to the 
applicant 

APPLICANT INFORMATION 

NAME: Last First Middle 

OTHER NAME:

DATE OF BIRTH: LAST 4 DIGITS OF SSN:

ADDRESS: 

CITY / STATE / ZIP: 

After completing this Verification of Doctoral Program Accreditation/Designation Status form, please place it in a sealed 
envelope, place your signature over the envelope seal and return it to the applicant. 

I certify that completed

NAME OF APPLICANT 

the program at . 
NAME OF DOCTORAL PROGRAM NAME OF INSTITUTION 

1. The program completed by the above-named applicant is:

Accredited by the American Psychological Association (APA) Yes No 

Designated by the Association of State and Provincial Psychology Boards

(ASPPB)/ National Register Designation Project Yes No 
Psychological Clinical Science Accreditation System (PCSAS) Yes No

2. The above-named applicant completed a pre-doctoral internship during the following time period:

From: To: * 

Month/Day/Year Month/Day/Year 

*Director of Clinical Training may also provide a copy of the internship certificate which contains the dates of the
pre-doctoral internship.

Name of Director of Clinical Training 

Signature of Director of Clinical Training 

Date 
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DO NOT WRITE IN THIS SPACE

Copy below is hereby approved as to  Copy below is hereby certified to be a true and correct Copy below is approved as
form and legality.  Attorney General copy of a document issued, prescribed or promulgated by: to form and legality.  

Executive or Independent 
Agencies.

_____State Board of Psychology__
BY: ________________ (AGENCY) 

(DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL) BY: ___________________________________
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The State Board of Psychology (“Board”) proposes to amend §§ 41.1, 41.31 and 41.61 to 
read as set forth in Annex A.  

Effective date 

The amendments will be effective upon publication of the final-form rulemaking in the 
Pennsylvania Bulletin.   

Statutory Authority 

The Board has the authority to adopt and revise the regulations that govern its licensees 
pursuant to the authority granted to it by section 3.2 of the Professional Psychologists Practice Act 
(act) (63 P.S. 1203.2). Under the act, the Board has the authority to: pass upon the qualifications 
and fitness of applicants for licenses and reciprocal licenses; and adopt and revise rules and 
regulations requiring applicants to pass examinations relating to their qualifications as a 
prerequisite to the issuance of license; and adopt and, from time to time, revise such rules and 
regulations and policies not inconsistent with the law as may be necessary to carry into effect the 
provisions of this act. 63 P.S. §§ 1203.2(1) and (2). Under section 6(a)(2) of the act (63 P.S. § 
1206(a)(2)), an applicant must be a graduate of an accredited college or university with a doctoral 
degree in psychology or a field related to psychology to be eligible for licensure as a psychologist. 

Background and Need for the Amendments 

The Board’s regulations at § 41.31 (relating to educational qualifications) recognize 
program accreditation from the American Psychological Association (APA) and the Canadian 
Psychological Association (CPA). In this proposed rulemaking, the Board seeks to also recognize 
the Psychological Clinical Science Accreditation System (PCSAS) to afford clinical psychological 
programs an additional pathway to licensure. Three PCSAS-accredited clinical psychology 
doctoral programs located in Pennsylvania (University of Pittsburgh, University of Pennsylvania, 
and Temple University) attended a Board meeting and requested that PCSAS receive parity with 
APA and CPA. Penn State University also has a PCSAS-accredited clinical psychological 
program.  

PCSAS is an independent, non-profit organization providing rigorous, objective, and 
empirically-based accreditation of Ph.D. programs that adhere to a clinical science training model 
— one that increases the quality and quantity of clinical scientists contributing to all aspects of 
public health and extends the science base for mental health care. The Academy of Psychological 
Clinical Science is the parent organization of PCSAS. According to its website, PCSAS programs 
adhere to a clinical science training model — one that supports and expands the scientific 
foundation for mental and behavioral health care and increases the quality and quantity of clinical 
scientists contributing to all aspects of public health for all people. PCSAS is recognized by the 
Council on Higher Education Accreditation (CHEA), which is the entity that carries out the 
recognition of accrediting agencies in the private, nongovernmental sector.  The majority of top-
ranked Ph.D programs in clinical psychology in the United States are PCSAS programs. PCSAS 
only accredits clinical science Ph.D. programs. 
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The American Psychological Association (APA) also accredits clinical psychology 
education and training programs. However, the PCSAS scope is narrower with a goal to accredit 
doctoral programs that adhere to a clinical science training model. The APA accredits a broader 
range of programs. PCSAS currently accredits 47 programs; APA accredits over 500 programs. 
PCSAS accreditation focuses more on clinical science as compared to APA. APA must cover three 
different training models whereas PCSAS focuses on evidence-based clinical training and science 
training. At this time, because the Board does not recognize PCSAS, programs that want the more 
specific science-centered PCSAS accreditation would also be required to be accredited by APA or 
CPA. The Board has determined that this dual accreditation is unnecessary and overly burdensome, 
given the quality of PCSAS accreditation. The Board recognizes the importance of science-
centered training in clinical psychology and believes that providing parity to PCSAS will have a 
positive impact in the treatment of mental and behavioral health problems.    

 
Delaware was the first state to pass legislation permitting PCSAS parity in 2014. Since 

then, seven other states allow for PCSAS graduates to be licensed. Other states that recognize 
PCSAS graduates include Arizona, California, Illinois, Missouri, Michigan and New Mexico and 
New York.  

 
In this proposed rulemaking, the Board also proposes to update its regulations to reflect a 

name change from the Commission on Recognition of Postsecondary Accreditation (CORPA) to 
the Council on Higher Education Accreditation (CHEA). 
 

In accordance with the requirements of Executive Order 1996-1 (February 6, 1996), on 
February 5, 2024, the Board sent an exposure draft of the proposed regulation to interested parties 
and stakeholders.  After a 30-day comment period, no comments were received.  

 
Description of the Proposed Amendments 

Psychological Clinical Science Accreditation System (PCSAS) 
 
  In the Board’s existing regulations, § 41.1 (relating to definitions) defines ''doctoral degree 
in psychology'' and ''doctoral degree in a field related to psychology.'' In both definitions, a doctoral 
degree must meet one of the following: be accredited by the APA or the CPA, be designated by 
the Association of State and Provincial Psychology Boards/National Register Designation 
Committee (ASPPB/National Register) or be offered by a foreign college or university whose 
standards are equivalent to the ASPPB/National Register Designation Project criteria. To reflect 
the Board’s intent to provide for PCSAS parity, the Board proposes to add a definition of PCSAS 
in § 41.1 and proposes to amend the definitions of “doctoral degree in a field related to psychology” 
and “doctoral degree in psychology” by making PCSAS an alternative to APA and CPA 
accreditation. The Board also proposes to amend § 41.31(1) and (3) (relating to education 
qualifications) to reflect PCSAS parity.   
 
Council on Higher Education Accreditation (CHEA) 
 



 16A-6327 – Accreditation 
Proposed Preamble 

May 31, 2024 

 3 

The Board also proposes to update its regulations to reflect a name change from the 
Commission on Recognition of Postsecondary Accreditation (CORPA) to the Council on Higher 
Education Accreditation (CHEA). The Board’s regulations at § 4.1 define an accredited 
college or university as an “institution which is recognized as an institution of higher education 
under 22 Pa. Code (relating to education) or which is accredited by a regional accrediting 
association recognized by the Commission on Recognition of Postsecondary Accreditation 
(CORPA).” CORPA was established in January 1994 to continue the recognition of accrediting 
agencies previously carried out by the Council on Postsecondary Accreditation (COPA) until such 
time as a new national organization for accreditation could be established. CORPA was dissolved 
in April 1997 after CHEA was created. CHEA is currently the entity that carries out the recognition 
function in the private, nongovernmental sector. PCSAS is recognized by CHEA. 

Accordingly, the Board proposes to update the definition of accredited college or university 
at § 41.1 to remove the outdated reference to CORPA and to add CHEA. Similarly, the Board 
would amend § 41.61(d) (relating to code of ethics) to update the Board’s regulations to replace 
the term CORPA with CHEA. 

Fiscal Impact and Paperwork Requirements 

The proposed regulation will have no adverse fiscal impact on the Commonwealth or its 
political subdivisions and will impose no additional paperwork requirements upon the 
Commonwealth, political subdivisions or the private sector. 

Sunset Date 

A sunset date is not being established for this statement of policy. Its need and efficacy 
will be periodically monitored by the Board. 

Regulatory Review 

Under section 5(a) of the Regulatory Review Act (71 P.S. § 745.5(a)), on November 4, 
2024, the Board submitted a copy of this proposed rulemaking and a copy of a Regulatory Analysis 
Form to the Independent Regulatory Review Commission (IRRC) and to the Chairpersons of the 
Senate Consumer Protection and Professional Licensure Committee and the House Professional 
Licensure Committee.  A copy of this material is available to the public upon request. 

Under section 5(g) of the Regulatory Review Act, IRRC may convey comments, 
recommendations or objections to the proposed rulemaking within 30 days of the close of the 
public comment period. The comments, recommendations or objections shall specify the 
regulatory review criteria in section 5.2 of the Regulatory Review Act (71 P.S. § 745.5b) which 
have not been met.  The Regulatory Review Act specifies detailed procedures for review prior to 
final publication of the rulemaking by the Board, the General Assembly and the Governor. 
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Public Comment 

Interested persons are invited to submit written comments, recommendations or objections 
regarding this proposed rulemaking to Regulatory Counsel, State Board, at P.O. Box 69523, 
Harrisburg, PA  17106-9523 or by e-mail at RA-STRegulatoryCounsel@pa.gov within 30 days of 
publication of this proposed rulemaking in the Pennsylvania Bulletin.  Please reference No. 16A-
6327 (Accreditation), when submitting comments. 

Steven K. Erickson, Ph.D 
Chairperson 
State Board of Psychology 

mailto:RA-STRegulatoryCounsel@pa.gov
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ANNEX A 

PENNSYLVANIA ADMINISTRATIVE CODE 

TITLE 49.  PROFESSIONAL AND VOCATIONAL STANDARDS 

PART I.  DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Subpart A.  PROFESSIONAL AND OCCUPATIONAL AFFAIRS 

CHAPTER 41. STATE BOARD OF PSYCHOLOGY 

§ 41.1. Definitions.

The following words and terms, when used in this chapter, have the following meanings, unless 

the context clearly indicates otherwise: 

SPPB—Association of State and Provincial Psychology Boards. 

Accredited college or university—An institution which is recognized as an institution of higher 

education under 22 Pa. Code (relating to education) or which is accredited by a regional accrediting 

association recognized by the [Commission on Recognition of Postsecondary Accreditation 

(CORPA)] Counsel for Higher Education Accreditation (CHEA). 

* * * * *

National Register—The Council for the National Register of Health Service Providers. 

PCSAS - Psychological Clinical Science Accreditation System. 

Perpetrator—A person who has committed child abuse and is a parent of the child, a person 

responsible for the welfare of a child, an individual residing in the same home as a child or a 

paramour of a child’s parent. 

***** 
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Doctoral degree in a field related to psychology—A degree awarded upon successful completion 

of a program which, within 1 year from the award of the doctoral degree, meets one of the 

following: 

(i) Is accredited by the APA, [or the] CPA or PCSAS.

(ii) Is designated by the ASPPB/National Register Designation Project.

(iii) Is offered by a foreign college or university whose standards are equivalent to the

ASPPB/National Register Designation Project criteria. 

***** 

Doctoral degree in psychology—A degree awarded upon successful completion of a program in 

psychology which, within 1 year from the award of the doctoral degree, meets one of the 

following criteria: 

(i) Is accredited by the APA; [or the] CPA or the PCSAS.

(ii) Is designated by the ASPPB/ National Register Designation Project.

(iii) Is offered by a foreign college or university whose standards are equivalent to the

ASPPB/National Register Designation Project Criteria. 

§ 41.31. Educational qualifications.

* * * * *

(1) For degree holders from a program in the United States, Canada or United States territories,

a Verification of Doctoral Program Approval Status completed by the program’s director 

reflecting accreditation by the APA, [or] CPA, PCSAS or designation by the ASPPB/National 
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Register Designation Project within 1 year from the award of the doctoral degree, and an official 

transcript from the registrar. 

* * * * *

(3) An applicant who does not meet the criteria in paragraph (2) shall complete supplemental

education or training, or both, from a program accredited by the APA, [or the] CPA, PCSAS or 

designated by ASPPB/National Register Designation Project based upon an evaluation of the 

deficiency by the program. The program director shall certify that the supplemental coursework 

or experience, or both, makes the applicant equivalent to a graduate of that program. 

* * * * *

§ 41.61. Code of Ethics

* * * * *

Principle 2. Competency. 

* * * * *

(d) Psychologists accurately represent their competence, education, training and experience. They

claim as evidence of psychological educational qualifications only those degrees obtained from 

institutions accredited by a regional accrediting association approved by the [Commission on 

Recognition of Postsecondary Accreditation (CORPA)] Counsel for Higher Education 

Accreditation (CHEA). Degrees earned from foreign colleges and universities may be represented 

only if they are determined to be equivalent to the degrees conferred by these accredited 

institutions. Determinations of equivalency shall be made by an agency acceptable to the Board, 

subject to the Board’s final approval. Representations of nonpsychological earned academic 

degrees are not prohibited, if the degrees are from accredited schools. If these degrees are generic, 
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such as Ph.D., Ed.D., M.S., M.A. and M.Ed., the holder may represent them, but shall specify the 

discipline in which each particular degree was earned. 



COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

BUREAU OF PROFESSIONAL AND OCCUPATIONAL AFFAIRS 
STATE BOARD OF PSYCHOLOGY 

Post Office Box 2649 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania  17105-2649 

(717) 783-7155

November 4, 2024 

The Honorable George D. Bedwick, Chairman 
INDEPENDENT REGULATORY REVIEW COMMISSION 
14th Floor, Harristown 2, 333 Market Street 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17101 

Re: Proposed Rulemaking 
State Board of Psychology 
16A-6327: Accreditation 

Dear Chairman Bedwick: 

Enclosed is a copy of a proposed rulemaking package of the State Board of Psychology 
pertaining to Accreditation. 

The Board will be pleased to provide whatever information the Commission may require 
during the course of its review of the rulemaking. 

Sincerely, 

Steven K. Erickson, Ph.D., Chairperson 
State Board of Psychology 

SKE/JAW/jpp 
Enclosure  

cc: Arion Claggett, Acting Commissioner of Professional and Occupational Affairs 
K. Kalonji Johnson, Deputy Secretary for Regulatory Programs
Andrew LaFratte, Deputy Policy Director, Department of State
Jason C. Giurintano, Deputy Chief Counsel, Department of State
Jacqueline A. Wolfgang, Senior Regulatory Counsel, Department of State
Judith Pachter Schulder, Board Counsel, State Board of Psychology
State Board of Psychology



From: Monoski, Jesse
To: Sheehe, Melanie; Dimm, Ian; joseph.kelly; Vazquez, Enid
Subject: RE: DELIVERY NOTICE: REGULATIONS: 16A-4518, 16A-726, 16A-5336, 16A-6327
Date: Monday, November 4, 2024 12:29:34 PM
Attachments: image001.png

image002.png

Hi Melanie –

This notice has been received and reviewed.

Thank you,

Jesse Monoski
Executive Director, Consumer Protection & Professional
Licensure
Senator Lisa M. Boscola, Minority Chair
Rm 458 Main Capitol Building
Harrisburg, PA, 17120
O: 717-787-4236

From: Sheehe, Melanie <msheehe@pa.gov> 
Sent: Monday, November 4, 2024 12:25 PM
To: Monoski, Jesse <Jesse.Monoski@pasenate.com>; Dimm, Ian <Ian.Dimm@pasenate.com>; Kelly,
Joseph <joseph.kelly@pasenate.com>; Vazquez, Enid <Enid.Vazquez@pasenate.com>
Subject: DELIVERY NOTICE: REGULATIONS: 16A-4518, 16A-726, 16A-5336, 16A-6327
Importance: High

■ EXTERNAL EMAIL ■

Please provide a written (email) confirmation of receipt of delivery of the attached
rulemakings. 

Please be advised that the State Board of Cosmetology, State Board of Massage Therapy, and 
State Board of Osteopathic Medicine are delivering the below FINAL rulemakings. The State 
Board of Psychology is delivering the below PROPOSED rulemaking.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

16A-4518 – State Board of Cosmetology – Practice of Massage Therapy in
Cosmetology or Esthetician Salons

This rulemaking is authorized by the act of September 24, 2014, (P.L. 2476, No. 136) (Act

November 4, 2024
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136), which amended the Cosmetology Law (63 P.S. §§ 507- 527) by adding section 9.3
(63 P.S. § 515.3) allowing for the practice of massage therapy within the licensed square
footage of a cosmetology or esthetician salon.

Effective November 24, 2014, section 9.3(a) of the Cosmetology Law (63 P.S. § 515.3)
permits an individual licensed under the Massage Therapy Law (63 P.S. §§ 627.1 –
627.50) to practice massage therapy within the approved premises of a licensed
cosmetology salon or licensed esthetician salon. Section 9.3 immediately permitted the
practice of massage therapy within the licensed square footage of a cosmetology or
esthetician salon. The purpose of the State Board of Cosmetology’s (Board’s) joint
regulations with the State Board of Massage Therapy is to clarify standards for the practice
of massage therapy in cosmetology or esthetician salons.

16A-726 – State Board of Massage Therapy – Practice of Massage Therapy in
Cosmetology or Esthetician Salons

This rulemaking is authorized by the act of September 24, 2014, (P.L. 2476, No. 136),
which amended the Cosmetology Law (63 P.S. §§ 507- 527) by adding section 9.3 (63 P.S.
§ 515.3) allowing for the practice of massage therapy within the licensed square footage of
a cosmetology or esthetician salon.

Effective November 24, 2014, section 9.3(a) of the Cosmetology Law (63 P.S. § 515.3)
permits an individual licensed under the Massage Therapy Law (63 P.S. §§ 627.1 –
627.50) to practice massage therapy within the approved premises of a licensed
cosmetology salon or licensed esthetician salon. Section 9.3 immediately permitted the
practice of massage therapy within the licensed square footage of a cosmetology or
esthetician salon. The purpose of the State Board of Massage Therapy’s joint regulations
with the State Board of Cosmetology Board is to clarify standards for the practice of
massage therapy in cosmetology or esthetician salons.

16A-5336 – State Board of Osteopathic Medicine – Licensure Requirements
This final rulemaking includes amendments to licensure requirements as well as
amendments related specifically to licensure by endorsement under 63 Pa.C.S. § 3111.

With regard to licensure requirements, the amendments for osteopathic physicians and
surgeons are necessary to reflect the merger of the post-graduate training bodies for
osteopathic (DO) medical school graduates and allopathic (MD) medical school graduates
into a single accreditation system. In addition, the amendments remove the practical
(clinical skills) examination licensure requirement because the practical exam component
has been discontinued by the national examination provider.

This final rulemaking is also  needed to effectuate 63 Pa.C.S. § 3111 (relating to licensure
by endorsement) for applicants licensed in other jurisdictions where the licensure
requirements are substantially equivalent or exceed those established by the Board.
Additionally, 63 Pa.C.S. § 3111 requires the Board to determine the methods of
demonstrating competency, including experience in the profession or occupation for at
least 2 of the 5 years immediately preceding the filing of the application, and must
establish, by regulation, the expiration of provisional endorsement license. This final
rulemaking sets forth the criteria for eligibility for licensure by endorsement, including the
specific methods required for an applicant to demonstrate competency as well as
requirements for granting a provisional endorsement license.

November 4, 2024



16A-6327 – State Board of Psychology – Accreditation
The State Board of Psychology (Board) proposes to recognize the Psychological Clinical
Science Accreditation System (PCSAS), which would provide an alternate accreditation to
the American Psychological Association (APA) and the Canadian Psychological
Association (CPA). Including PCSAS parity within the Commonwealth would afford
clinical psychological programs a pathway to licensure.

The Board also proposes to update the regulations to reflect a name change from the
Commission on Recognition of Postsecondary Accreditation (CORPA) to the Council on
Higher Education Accreditation (CHEA). CORPA was established in January 1994 to
continue the recognition of accrediting agencies previously carried out by the Council on
Postsecondary Accreditation (COPA) until such time as a new national organization for
accreditation could be established. CORPA was dissolved in April 1997 after CHEA was
created. CHEA is currently the entity that carries out the recognition function in the
private, nongovernmental sector.

Sincerely,

Melanie A. Sheehe | Legal Assistant II
Office of Chief Counsel | Department of State
Governor’s Office of General Counsel

 2400 Thea Drive
P.O. Box 69523 | Harrisburg, PA 17106-9523
Office Phone 717.710.2749 | Fax: 717.787.0251
msheehe@pa.gov  | www.dos.pa.gov

Preferred Pronouns: She, Her, Hers
PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL COMMUNICATION

The information transmitted is intended only for the person or entity to whom it is addressed and may
contain confidential and/or privileged material. Any use of this information other than by the intended
recipient is prohibited. If you receive this message in error, please send a reply e-mail to the sender and
delete the material from any and all computers. Unintended transmissions shall not constitute waiver of
the attorney-client or any other privilege.

This message and any attachment may contain privileged or confidential information intended
solely for the use of the person to whom it is addressed. If the reader is not the intended
recipient then be advised that forwarding, communicating, disseminating, copying or using
this message or its attachments is strictly prohibited. If you receive this message in error,
please notify the sender immediately and delete the information without saving any copies.

November 4, 2024
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From: Brett, Joseph D.
To: Sheehe, Melanie; Orchard, Kari L.; Barton, Jamie
Subject: RE: DELIVERY NOTICE: REGULATIONS: 16A-4518, 16A-726, 16A-5336, 16A-6327
Date: Monday, November 4, 2024 3:50:17 PM
Attachments: image001.png

image003.png

Received. Thank you.

Joe Brett
Research Analyst | House Professional Licensure Committee (D)
Chairman Frank Burns, 72nd Legislative District

From: Sheehe, Melanie <msheehe@pa.gov> 
Sent: Monday, November 4, 2024 12:24 PM
To: Orchard, Kari L. <KOrchard@pahouse.net>; Barton, Jamie <JBarton@pahouse.net>; Brett, Joseph
D. <JBrett@pahouse.net>
Subject: DELIVERY NOTICE: REGULATIONS: 16A-4518, 16A-726, 16A-5336, 16A-6327
Importance: High

Please provide a written (email) confirmation of receipt of delivery of the attached
rulemakings. 

Please be advised that the State Board of Cosmetology, State Board of Massage Therapy, and 
State Board of Osteopathic Medicine are delivering the below FINAL rulemakings. The State 
Board of Psychology is delivering the below PROPOSED rulemaking.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

16A-4518 – State Board of Cosmetology – Practice of Massage Therapy in
Cosmetology or Esthetician Salons

This rulemaking is authorized by the act of September 24, 2014, (P.L. 2476, No. 136) (Act
136), which amended the Cosmetology Law (63 P.S. §§ 507- 527) by adding section 9.3
(63 P.S. § 515.3) allowing for the practice of massage therapy within the licensed square
footage of a cosmetology or esthetician salon.

Effective November 24, 2014, section 9.3(a) of the Cosmetology Law (63 P.S. § 515.3)
permits an individual licensed under the Massage Therapy Law (63 P.S. §§ 627.1 –
627.50) to practice massage therapy within the approved premises of a licensed
cosmetology salon or licensed esthetician salon. Section 9.3 immediately permitted the
practice of massage therapy within the licensed square footage of a cosmetology or
esthetician salon. The purpose of the State Board of Cosmetology’s (Board’s) joint
regulations with the State Board of Massage Therapy is to clarify standards for the practice
of massage therapy in cosmetology or esthetician salons.

16A-726 – State Board of Massage Therapy – Practice of Massage Therapy in
Cosmetology or Esthetician Salons

This rulemaking is authorized by the act of September 24, 2014, (P.L. 2476, No. 136),
which amended the Cosmetology Law (63 P.S. §§ 507- 527) by adding section 9.3 (63 P.S.

November 4, 2024
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§ 515.3) allowing for the practice of massage therapy within the licensed square footage of
a cosmetology or esthetician salon.

Effective November 24, 2014, section 9.3(a) of the Cosmetology Law (63 P.S. § 515.3)
permits an individual licensed under the Massage Therapy Law (63 P.S. §§ 627.1 –
627.50) to practice massage therapy within the approved premises of a licensed
cosmetology salon or licensed esthetician salon. Section 9.3 immediately permitted the
practice of massage therapy within the licensed square footage of a cosmetology or
esthetician salon. The purpose of the State Board of Massage Therapy’s joint regulations
with the State Board of Cosmetology Board is to clarify standards for the practice of
massage therapy in cosmetology or esthetician salons.

16A-5336 – State Board of Osteopathic Medicine – Licensure Requirements
This final rulemaking includes amendments to licensure requirements as well as
amendments related specifically to licensure by endorsement under 63 Pa.C.S. § 3111.

With regard to licensure requirements, the amendments for osteopathic physicians and
surgeons are necessary to reflect the merger of the post-graduate training bodies for
osteopathic (DO) medical school graduates and allopathic (MD) medical school graduates
into a single accreditation system. In addition, the amendments remove the practical
(clinical skills) examination licensure requirement because the practical exam component
has been discontinued by the national examination provider.

This final rulemaking is also  needed to effectuate 63 Pa.C.S. § 3111 (relating to licensure
by endorsement) for applicants licensed in other jurisdictions where the licensure
requirements are substantially equivalent or exceed those established by the Board.
Additionally, 63 Pa.C.S. § 3111 requires the Board to determine the methods of
demonstrating competency, including experience in the profession or occupation for at
least 2 of the 5 years immediately preceding the filing of the application, and must
establish, by regulation, the expiration of provisional endorsement license. This final
rulemaking sets forth the criteria for eligibility for licensure by endorsement, including the
specific methods required for an applicant to demonstrate competency as well as
requirements for granting a provisional endorsement license.

16A-6327 – State Board of Psychology – Accreditation
The State Board of Psychology (Board) proposes to recognize the Psychological Clinical
Science Accreditation System (PCSAS), which would provide an alternate accreditation to
the American Psychological Association (APA) and the Canadian Psychological
Association (CPA). Including PCSAS parity within the Commonwealth would afford
clinical psychological programs a pathway to licensure.

The Board also proposes to update the regulations to reflect a name change from the
Commission on Recognition of Postsecondary Accreditation (CORPA) to the Council on
Higher Education Accreditation (CHEA). CORPA was established in January 1994 to
continue the recognition of accrediting agencies previously carried out by the Council on
Postsecondary Accreditation (COPA) until such time as a new national organization for
accreditation could be established. CORPA was dissolved in April 1997 after CHEA was
created. CHEA is currently the entity that carries out the recognition function in the
private, nongovernmental sector.

November 4, 2024



Sincerely,

Melanie A. Sheehe | Legal Assistant II
Office of Chief Counsel | Department of State
Governor’s Office of General Counsel

 2400 Thea Drive
P.O. Box 69523 | Harrisburg, PA 17106-9523
Office Phone 717.710.2749 | Fax: 717.787.0251
msheehe@pa.gov  | www.dos.pa.gov

Preferred Pronouns: She, Her, Hers
PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL COMMUNICATION

The information transmitted is intended only for the person or entity to whom it is addressed and may
contain confidential and/or privileged material. Any use of this information other than by the intended
recipient is prohibited. If you receive this message in error, please send a reply e-mail to the sender and
delete the material from any and all computers. Unintended transmissions shall not constitute waiver of
the attorney-client or any other privilege.

November 4, 2024
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From: Nicole Weaver
To: Sheehe, Melanie; Nicole Sidle
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL]: DELIVERY NOTICE: REGULATIONS: 16A-4518, 16A-726, 16A-5336, 16A-6327
Date: Monday, November 4, 2024 1:03:15 PM
Attachments: image001.png

image003.png

Received. Thank you.

Nicole Weaver
AA to Professional Licensure Committee
Chairman Carl Walker Metzgar
69th Legislative District
216 Ryan Building
717-783-8756

From: Sheehe, Melanie <msheehe@pa.gov> 
Sent: Monday, November 4, 2024 12:23 PM
To: Nicole Sidle <Nsidle@pahousegop.com>; Nicole Weaver <Nweaver@pahousegop.com>
Subject: [EXTERNAL]: DELIVERY NOTICE: REGULATIONS: 16A-4518, 16A-726, 16A-5336, 16A-6327
Importance: High

Please provide a written (email) confirmation of receipt of delivery of the attached
rulemakings. 

Please be advised that the State Board of Cosmetology, State Board of Massage Therapy, and 
State Board of Osteopathic Medicine are delivering the below FINAL rulemakings. The State 
Board of Psychology is delivering the below PROPOSED rulemaking.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

16A-4518 – State Board of Cosmetology – Practice of Massage Therapy in
Cosmetology or Esthetician Salons

This rulemaking is authorized by the act of September 24, 2014, (P.L. 2476, No. 136) (Act
136), which amended the Cosmetology Law (63 P.S. §§ 507- 527) by adding section 9.3
(63 P.S. § 515.3) allowing for the practice of massage therapy within the licensed square
footage of a cosmetology or esthetician salon.

Effective November 24, 2014, section 9.3(a) of the Cosmetology Law (63 P.S. § 515.3)
permits an individual licensed under the Massage Therapy Law (63 P.S. §§ 627.1 –
627.50) to practice massage therapy within the approved premises of a licensed
cosmetology salon or licensed esthetician salon. Section 9.3 immediately permitted the
practice of massage therapy within the licensed square footage of a cosmetology or
esthetician salon. The purpose of the State Board of Cosmetology’s (Board’s) joint
regulations with the State Board of Massage Therapy is to clarify standards for the practice
of massage therapy in cosmetology or esthetician salons.

16A-726 – State Board of Massage Therapy – Practice of Massage Therapy in
Cosmetology or Esthetician Salons

November 4, 2024
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This rulemaking is authorized by the act of September 24, 2014, (P.L. 2476, No. 136),
which amended the Cosmetology Law (63 P.S. §§ 507- 527) by adding section 9.3 (63 P.S.
§ 515.3) allowing for the practice of massage therapy within the licensed square footage of
a cosmetology or esthetician salon.

Effective November 24, 2014, section 9.3(a) of the Cosmetology Law (63 P.S. § 515.3)
permits an individual licensed under the Massage Therapy Law (63 P.S. §§ 627.1 –
627.50) to practice massage therapy within the approved premises of a licensed
cosmetology salon or licensed esthetician salon. Section 9.3 immediately permitted the
practice of massage therapy within the licensed square footage of a cosmetology or
esthetician salon. The purpose of the State Board of Massage Therapy’s joint regulations
with the State Board of Cosmetology Board is to clarify standards for the practice of
massage therapy in cosmetology or esthetician salons.

16A-5336 – State Board of Osteopathic Medicine – Licensure Requirements
This final rulemaking includes amendments to licensure requirements as well as
amendments related specifically to licensure by endorsement under 63 Pa.C.S. § 3111.

With regard to licensure requirements, the amendments for osteopathic physicians and
surgeons are necessary to reflect the merger of the post-graduate training bodies for
osteopathic (DO) medical school graduates and allopathic (MD) medical school graduates
into a single accreditation system. In addition, the amendments remove the practical
(clinical skills) examination licensure requirement because the practical exam component
has been discontinued by the national examination provider.

This final rulemaking is also  needed to effectuate 63 Pa.C.S. § 3111 (relating to licensure
by endorsement) for applicants licensed in other jurisdictions where the licensure
requirements are substantially equivalent or exceed those established by the Board.
Additionally, 63 Pa.C.S. § 3111 requires the Board to determine the methods of
demonstrating competency, including experience in the profession or occupation for at
least 2 of the 5 years immediately preceding the filing of the application, and must
establish, by regulation, the expiration of provisional endorsement license. This final
rulemaking sets forth the criteria for eligibility for licensure by endorsement, including the
specific methods required for an applicant to demonstrate competency as well as
requirements for granting a provisional endorsement license.

16A-6327 – State Board of Psychology – Accreditation
The State Board of Psychology (Board) proposes to recognize the Psychological Clinical
Science Accreditation System (PCSAS), which would provide an alternate accreditation to
the American Psychological Association (APA) and the Canadian Psychological
Association (CPA). Including PCSAS parity within the Commonwealth would afford
clinical psychological programs a pathway to licensure.

The Board also proposes to update the regulations to reflect a name change from the
Commission on Recognition of Postsecondary Accreditation (CORPA) to the Council on
Higher Education Accreditation (CHEA). CORPA was established in January 1994 to
continue the recognition of accrediting agencies previously carried out by the Council on
Postsecondary Accreditation (COPA) until such time as a new national organization for
accreditation could be established. CORPA was dissolved in April 1997 after CHEA was
created. CHEA is currently the entity that carries out the recognition function in the
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private, nongovernmental sector.

Sincerely,

Melanie A. Sheehe | Legal Assistant II
Office of Chief Counsel | Department of State
Governor’s Office of General Counsel

 2400 Thea Drive
P.O. Box 69523 | Harrisburg, PA 17106-9523
Office Phone 717.710.2749 | Fax: 717.787.0251
msheehe@pa.gov  | www.dos.pa.gov

Preferred Pronouns: She, Her, Hers
PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL COMMUNICATION

The information transmitted is intended only for the person or entity to whom it is addressed and may
contain confidential and/or privileged material. Any use of this information other than by the intended
recipient is prohibited. If you receive this message in error, please send a reply e-mail to the sender and
delete the material from any and all computers. Unintended transmissions shall not constitute waiver of
the attorney-client or any other privilege.

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

The information transmitted is intended only for the person or entity to which it is addressed and may contain confidential and/or
privileged material. Any review, retransmission, dissemination or other use of, or taking of any action in reliance upon, this information
by persons or entities other than the intended recipient is prohibited. If you received this information in error, please contact the sender
and delete the message and material from all computers.
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From: Smeltz, Jennifer
To: Sheehe, Melanie
Subject: RE: DELIVERY NOTICE: REGULATIONS: 16A-4518, 16A-726, 16A-5336, 16A-6327
Date: Monday, November 4, 2024 3:53:17 PM
Attachments: image001.png

image002.png

Received.

Jennifer Smeltz, Executive Director
Consumer Protection and Professional Licensure Committee
Office of Senator Pat Stefano
Phone: (717) 787-7175

From: Sheehe, Melanie <msheehe@pa.gov> 
Sent: Monday, November 4, 2024 12:29 PM
To: Smeltz, Jennifer <jmsmeltz@pasen.gov>
Subject: DELIVERY NOTICE: REGULATIONS: 16A-4518, 16A-726, 16A-5336, 16A-6327
Importance: High

◉ CAUTION : External Email ◉
Please provide a written (email) confirmation of receipt of delivery of the attached
rulemakings. 

Please be advised that the State Board of Cosmetology, State Board of Massage Therapy, and 
State Board of Osteopathic Medicine are delivering the below FINAL rulemakings. The State 
Board of Psychology is delivering the below PROPOSED rulemaking.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

16A-4518 – State Board of Cosmetology – Practice of Massage Therapy in
Cosmetology or Esthetician Salons

This rulemaking is authorized by the act of September 24, 2014, (P.L. 2476, No. 136) (Act
136), which amended the Cosmetology Law (63 P.S. §§ 507- 527) by adding section 9.3
(63 P.S. § 515.3) allowing for the practice of massage therapy within the licensed square
footage of a cosmetology or esthetician salon.

Effective November 24, 2014, section 9.3(a) of the Cosmetology Law (63 P.S. § 515.3)
permits an individual licensed under the Massage Therapy Law (63 P.S. §§ 627.1 –
627.50) to practice massage therapy within the approved premises of a licensed
cosmetology salon or licensed esthetician salon. Section 9.3 immediately permitted the
practice of massage therapy within the licensed square footage of a cosmetology or
esthetician salon. The purpose of the State Board of Cosmetology’s (Board’s) joint
regulations with the State Board of Massage Therapy is to clarify standards for the practice
of massage therapy in cosmetology or esthetician salons.

16A-726 – State Board of Massage Therapy – Practice of Massage Therapy in
Cosmetology or Esthetician Salons

This rulemaking is authorized by the act of September 24, 2014, (P.L. 2476, No. 136),
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which amended the Cosmetology Law (63 P.S. §§ 507- 527) by adding section 9.3 (63 P.S.
§ 515.3) allowing for the practice of massage therapy within the licensed square footage of
a cosmetology or esthetician salon.

Effective November 24, 2014, section 9.3(a) of the Cosmetology Law (63 P.S. § 515.3)
permits an individual licensed under the Massage Therapy Law (63 P.S. §§ 627.1 –
627.50) to practice massage therapy within the approved premises of a licensed
cosmetology salon or licensed esthetician salon. Section 9.3 immediately permitted the
practice of massage therapy within the licensed square footage of a cosmetology or
esthetician salon. The purpose of the State Board of Massage Therapy’s joint regulations
with the State Board of Cosmetology Board is to clarify standards for the practice of
massage therapy in cosmetology or esthetician salons.

16A-5336 – State Board of Osteopathic Medicine – Licensure Requirements
This final rulemaking includes amendments to licensure requirements as well as
amendments related specifically to licensure by endorsement under 63 Pa.C.S. § 3111.

With regard to licensure requirements, the amendments for osteopathic physicians and
surgeons are necessary to reflect the merger of the post-graduate training bodies for
osteopathic (DO) medical school graduates and allopathic (MD) medical school graduates
into a single accreditation system. In addition, the amendments remove the practical
(clinical skills) examination licensure requirement because the practical exam component
has been discontinued by the national examination provider.

This final rulemaking is also  needed to effectuate 63 Pa.C.S. § 3111 (relating to licensure
by endorsement) for applicants licensed in other jurisdictions where the licensure
requirements are substantially equivalent or exceed those established by the Board.
Additionally, 63 Pa.C.S. § 3111 requires the Board to determine the methods of
demonstrating competency, including experience in the profession or occupation for at
least 2 of the 5 years immediately preceding the filing of the application, and must
establish, by regulation, the expiration of provisional endorsement license. This final
rulemaking sets forth the criteria for eligibility for licensure by endorsement, including the
specific methods required for an applicant to demonstrate competency as well as
requirements for granting a provisional endorsement license.

16A-6327 – State Board of Psychology – Accreditation
The State Board of Psychology (Board) proposes to recognize the Psychological Clinical
Science Accreditation System (PCSAS), which would provide an alternate accreditation to
the American Psychological Association (APA) and the Canadian Psychological
Association (CPA). Including PCSAS parity within the Commonwealth would afford
clinical psychological programs a pathway to licensure.

The Board also proposes to update the regulations to reflect a name change from the
Commission on Recognition of Postsecondary Accreditation (CORPA) to the Council on
Higher Education Accreditation (CHEA). CORPA was established in January 1994 to
continue the recognition of accrediting agencies previously carried out by the Council on
Postsecondary Accreditation (COPA) until such time as a new national organization for
accreditation could be established. CORPA was dissolved in April 1997 after CHEA was
created. CHEA is currently the entity that carries out the recognition function in the
private, nongovernmental sector.
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Sincerely,

Melanie A. Sheehe | Legal Assistant II
Office of Chief Counsel | Department of State
Governor’s Office of General Counsel

 2400 Thea Drive
P.O. Box 69523 | Harrisburg, PA 17106-9523
Office Phone 717.710.2749 | Fax: 717.787.0251
msheehe@pa.gov  | www.dos.pa.gov

Preferred Pronouns: She, Her, Hers
PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL COMMUNICATION

The information transmitted is intended only for the person or entity to whom it is addressed and may
contain confidential and/or privileged material. Any use of this information other than by the intended
recipient is prohibited. If you receive this message in error, please send a reply e-mail to the sender and
delete the material from any and all computers. Unintended transmissions shall not constitute waiver of
the attorney-client or any other privilege.
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From: Bulletin
To: Sheehe, Melanie
Cc: Adeline E. Gaydosh
Subject: [External] Re: DELIVERY NOTICE: REGULATION: 16A-6327
Date: Monday, November 4, 2024 1:32:45 PM
Attachments: image003.png

ATTENTION: This email message is from an external sender. Do not open links or
attachments from unknown senders. To report suspicious email, use the Report Phishing
button in Outlook. 

Good afternoon, Melanie,

Thank you for sending us this proposed rulemaking. It is scheduled for publication in the 11/16
issue of the Pennsylvania Bulletin.

Have a terrific afternoon,
Adeline

Adeline Gaydosh | Legal Assistant
agaydosh@palrb.us | 717.783.3984
Legislative Reference Bureau
Pennsylvania Code & Bulletin Office
647 Main Capitol Building
Harrisburg, PA  17120

From: Sheehe, Melanie <msheehe@pa.gov>
Sent: Monday, November 4, 2024 1:27 PM
To: Bulletin <bulletin@palrb.us>; Leah Brown <lbrown@palrb.us>; Adeline E. Gaydosh
<agaydosh@palrb.us>
Subject: DELIVERY NOTICE: REGULATION: 16A-6327

Please provide a written (email) confirmation of receipt of delivery of the attached
rulemaking. 

Please be advised that the State Board of Psychology is delivering the below proposed 
rulemaking. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

16A-6327 – State Board of Psychology – Accreditation
The State Board of Psychology (Board) proposes to recognize the Psychological Clinical
Science Accreditation System (PCSAS), which would provide an alternate accreditation to
the American Psychological Association (APA) and the Canadian Psychological
Association (CPA). Including PCSAS parity within the Commonwealth would afford
clinical psychological programs a pathway to licensure.
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The Board also proposes to update the regulations to reflect a name change from the
Commission on Recognition of Postsecondary Accreditation (CORPA) to the Council on
Higher Education Accreditation (CHEA). CORPA was established in January 1994 to
continue the recognition of accrediting agencies previously carried out by the Council on
Postsecondary Accreditation (COPA) until such time as a new national organization for
accreditation could be established. CORPA was dissolved in April 1997 after CHEA was
created. CHEA is currently the entity that carries out the recognition function in the
private, nongovernmental sector.

Sincerely,

Melanie A. Sheehe | Legal Assistant II
Office of Chief Counsel | Department of State
Governor’s Office of General Counsel

 2400 Thea Drive
P.O. Box 69523 | Harrisburg, PA 17106-9523
Office Phone 717.710.2749 | Fax: 717.787.0251
msheehe@pa.gov  | www.dos.pa.gov

Preferred Pronouns: She, Her, Hers
PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL COMMUNICATION

The information transmitted is intended only for the person or entity to whom it is addressed and may
contain confidential and/or privileged material. Any use of this information other than by the intended
recipient is prohibited. If you receive this message in error, please send a reply e-mail to the sender and
delete the material from any and all computers. Unintended transmissions shall not constitute waiver of
the attorney-client or any other privilege.
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